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D Y N O D I G S This Special Feature Sponsored By The Motorcyclist’

Subject Motorcycle:
1929 Excelsior Henderson KJ
Four Cylinder

Owner:
Ron Webster

Location:
Mad River Run Rally in Westfield, VT

Story:

Ronisaformer enduro rider who raced from

1964 through 1980. Ron actually rode in the
International Six Days (ISDT) twice and re-
ceived a gold medal at the Isle of Mann in
1971. Overhis competiiive caeer ,Ronrode
Greees,Ossa s, Yakee' s,andHusqvama®  s.
Ron purchased the 1929 Excelsior
Henderson from a collector in Enfield, CT
back around the 1990 time frame. The bike
is in basically original unrestored condition.
Ron has numerous motorcycles in his col-
leciion, indudinganoher fully restoredearty
Henderson Four. Ron has preferred to leave
this particular bike as is so that he can ride it e —
to events where it always draws a crowd. : S -
Ron Webster (sitting) responds to passersby about running his 1929 Excelsior Henderson KJ on the

. RDS Dyno. (RDS Photo)
History:

Theorigind Henderson” ~ swere manufadiured
bythe Henderson Brotherbetween 1912and

1917 at which time they sold the brand to
Ignaz Schwinn (Schwinn bicycle) who also
owned the Excelsior brand of motorcycles.
The Henderson’s worked for Excelsior for a
year after which they went out on their own.
William Henderson developed a revisedfour

cylinder motorcycle that was rolled out in
1920 as the Ace. Around 1926 Indian pur -
chased the defunct Ace brand and utilized
the engineering to develop various Indian
Ace model derivatives, including the Indian
4 models. Ron believes that other unrelated
four oylinder motorcydles were producedby

Pope and Cleveland in those early years.

Performance:

While a run was performed on the dyno, the
results were inconclusive as the owner in-
sisted on running the machine and was ap-
prehensive aboutstresing heengine on this

beautiful machine. For sure the bike made
more than the three horsepower the test in-
dicated. The air/fuel mixture graph however
showed that the early carburetor did a rea-
sonably good job of metering the air/fuel
mixture, albeit a little on the rich side. Ron
said he may bring the bike back for another
run to see what the machine will really do;
and this time he’ll let Rob run it!

Ron Webster ’s 1929 Excelsior Henderson KJ as he purchased the bike some 15 years ago. Barn fresh!
(RDS Photo)
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* NYIONT = NOSOIAYO-ATTHYH = WL = YHYWYA = IANZNS = AHOLDA = FONOH = HAWINHL = FITIHAY = IZZNDO0LOW = ILY2Nd = MWA = NFIAN] = NOSOIAYT-ATTHYH = 1T304 = INVSYMYA
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